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 PITCH 
p Horizontal concept 
p Articulation (smooth, choppy, slurs, staccato, legato) 
p Ascending/Descending  
p Leaps (disjunct)/Steps (conjunct) 
p Range (narrow, medium large)  
p Individual Notes 
p Repetition 
p Phrasing 
p Use of Repetition 
p Key Centre  
 

 

LISTENING CUES 

DYNAMICS 
p How loud or soft the song is 
p Sudden changes 
p Gradual changes 

 

dyNamics 

 

TIMBRE 
p Type of performing group 
p Type of instrument(s) 
p ADJECTIVES to describe the sound they are 

creating 
p Predominant instrument or group of 

instruments 
p Method of sound production (chordophone, 

Electrophone, Membranophone, Aerophone, 
Idiophone) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEXTURE & HARMONY 
p Thick = dense (many things happening at same time) 
p Medium = moderate (a few different things happening at same time) 
p Thin = transparent (very few different things happening at same time) 
p Monophonic (single part/s) 
p Homophonic (melody & accompaniment) 
p Polyphonic (multiple melodies at the same time) 
p Major / minor / Atonal / Modal 
p Consonant / Dissonant 
p Broken Chords / Solid Chords 
 

DURATION 
p Tempo (very fast, fast, slow, moderate) 
p Beat (regular pulse, irregular pulse, rubato, syncopation) 
p Time signature 
p Rhythms/note or rest types used 
p Fast/slow moving rhythmic passages 
p Swung eights 
p Straight eights 
p Tempo changes (gradual/abrupt) 
p Repetition of rhythmic figures 
 

FORM 
p Organization of piece 
p Binary / Ternary / Rondo 
p Use of repetition 
p Intro / Verse / Chorus / Ending / Coda 
p Use of repetition 
p 12 bar blues / theme & variations / call & 

response 
p Collective Improvisation  
p Use of A, B, C to label main sections 

 
 


